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feeling that God had spoken to her and given the
understanding that was lacking here below.
Work remained to be done, and if, after the death
of her father and Mrs. Bracebridge, she did not
show the same energy as formerly, she still accom-
plished what would have been more than enough
for most women. The other tasks that she had
shouldered had made it impossible for her to give
much time to the nursing school at St. Thomas's,
but now that she was relieved of some of her
duties, she became more closely associated with
its direction, She had always tried to introduce
religion into her work, and in later years religion
figured even more prominently in everything that
she did. And in her opinion the nurses at St.
Thomas's lacked the religious spirit. After 1873
she began a series of lectures to the probationers,
in which she stressed that nursing was not a mere
profession, but a service that could only be carried
on with success if nurses had God in their hearts,
Some of the nurses had not the spirit of service
and had entered upon frhfjr training with the
view of obtaining remunerative positions. Other
people might feel that technical qualifications
were all important, but to Florence the work
must be entered upon for the glory of God.
The response of the nurses was not what she
expected, for some of them looked upon her
lectures as impositions. In other departments
also Florence met with disappointment. She
had maiBlaJBifyi her correspondence with viceroys
and officials in India, and urged the authorities